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Williamsburg/
Yorktown Reunion 
2018 was a Blast! 

by Nancy Jay


Hurricane Michael changed the 
attendance plans for many members who 
wanted to attend the reunion this year, but 
the 26th annual event did take place  and 
was a great success. 

We were happy to meet ten new members, 
starting with a brief “Meet and Great” on 
the Friday evening, during which old 
members enjoyed seeing each other again. 

Randolph Flood was our speaker for the 
evening.  He is a Historic Education 
Instructor and Historic Interpreter at 
The American Revolution Museum at 
Yorktown. Mr. Flood gave a very rousing 
talk about the Revolution which covered 
every battle in only 26 minutes.  He also 
spoke briefly about the museum, since we 
had a scheduled tour for Saturday 
afternoon. 

One wall of the room we used had a very 
Leftwich family tree banner, where 
members posted their photographs.  The 
branches represented descendants of 
Augustine Leftwich, Sr.  and the pictures  
of our varied and interesting members 
looked like colorful blossoms from a 
distance.  We’ll continue to add to this in 
future reunions. 

The next morning started with a brief but 
necessary business meeting, including 
officer and committee reports, which was 
followed by a very exciting Power Point 
Presentation by Howard Thurmon, 
covering he and Chris’s recent trip to 
England and described well on two great 
trim-fold boards with photos and 

information about several Leftwich 
locations that they visited. 

Howard said: 

“My visit to the County High School 
Leftwich was reported in the Northwich 
Guardian newspaper and I had it reprinted 
on the poster-board.  That regarded my 
gift of Charles McDaniel’s book Leftwich 
Family of the Hall and Their Ancestors for 
21 Generations to the school.  The 
principal, Julie Brandreth, stated for The 
Guard ian, “The author i ta t ive and 
informative text will enable students, 
families, and staff to gain an insight into 
their own history. 

The UK’s special relationship with the 
USA is a regular feature of national 
d i s c o u r s e . T h i s g i f t a n d t h e 
commemorative plaque evidence an 
indisputably special relationship with the 
‘Leftwich’ Association.  Through that forum 
the identity of many families across the 
USA is engendering a meaningful 
attachment to and keen interest in this 
locality and its community.  These gifts 
can on l y enhance ou r s tuden ts ’ 
awareness of their own history as they 
appreciate the thoughtful interest of 
friends from so far away.” 

A letter from the principal to the LHA 
Board was on the tri-fold board.  Quoting 
in part from the letter, “The county High 
School, Leftwich would like to thank you 
for the beautiful gift we were presented 
with by Howard and Chris Thurmon when 
they recently visited our school.  The copy 
of Leftwich Family of the Hall and Their 
Ancestors for 21 Generations will take 
pride of place in our school library and will 
help staff, students and families gain an 
insight into their own history.  We would 
like to particularly thank Charles Russell 
McDaniel, Senior for his painstaking work 
on compiling such an authoritative and 
informative text.  We are delighted to hear 
the keen interest friends from so far away 
continue to take in our school and the 
surrounding community and look forward 
to further opportunities to keep in touch 
with you in the future.  Yours sincerely, 
Julie Brandreth, Principal” 

Howard and Chris also went to the 
Weaver Hall Museum housing the 
Leftwich Marker and Interpretative Panel, 
donated by our group, and also to St. 
Wilfrid’s Church. 

After this, Bill Leftwich read the names 
of deceased members since last year’s 
meeting.  It was a reflective moment to 
memorialize our cousins. 

Then, on Saturday afternoon, our group 
split into three for a guided tour of 
Yorktown American Revolution Museum. 
There was an encampment area with tents 
and re-doubts, which included food 
preparation demonstrations: tools for 
repairing and building things; forges for 
t h e t o o l - m a k i n g a n d f i r e a r m s ; 
ammunitions and cannons, which they 
also fired for us; tobacco-growing 
demonstrations; medicine and herbal 
treatments for healing wounds; and many 
other things of interest.  In addition, there 
was also an IMAX movie of re-
enactments of the War, which was very 
well done.  The museum has many 
worthwhile things to see and do for 
people of all ages.  It was a wonderful 
tour. 

In the evening, the meeting started at the 
hotel with a banquet of scrumptious food.  
Afterwards, Nancy Wallander, all the 
way from Alaska, gave a brief report on 
DNA testing, from which members 
learned a great deal and enjoyed. 

New member, Roland Leap, an auctioneer 
in the past, was convinced to auction the 
book Davenham, 900+ Years of Work and 
Worship, autographed by the author John 
Goulden, and given to Howard and Chris 
Thurmon on their recent trip to St. 
Wilfred’s Church.  Benny Jay won the 
auction for $200.  Roland did a great job 
a n d p e o p l e r e a l l y e n j o y e d h i s 
entertainment. 

(continued on page three) 



 
 

2019 LHA Reunion 
Set to Wow 
Members in 
Huntsville 

by Howard Thurmon


The 2018 Reunion in Yorktown was 
impaired some by Hurricane Michael 
which reduced attendance, but the event 
was successful in spite of Michael.  It was 
the friendliest, most cordial reunion I 
have ever attended in my 13 years with 
the LHA, and I have attended every one.  
This reunion had great speakers, 
educational historic information and an 
interesting tour of the new museum.  
Nancy Jay, Bill Leftwich, Elinor 
Hutchinson, and Sarah Shelton all did 
great jobs in producing the 2018 reunion. 

From my home in Loveland, Ohio, all of 
the trips to Virginia, and other locations 
such as Baltimore and Nashville, have 
averaged slightly over 500 miles one way 
for each reunion.  Well worth the time 
and expenses. 

The reunion in 2019 will be in 
Huntsville, Alabama, October 18-20, in 
honor of Jabez Leftwich, who was born 
22 September 1765, moved from Virginia 
to Alabama in 1825, and was buried in 
Maple Hill Cemetery, Huntsville, upon 
his death 22 June 1855. 

I t is a lso celebrat ing the 200th 
anniversary of statehood for Alabama. 

A main attraction in Huntsville is the U.S. 
Space and Rocket Centre Museum, billed 
as “Earth’s largest space museum” show-
casing rockets, achievements and artifacts 
from the U.S. space program.  2019 is the  
50th anniversary for the first man on the 
moon. 

The LHA has at least 16 members who 
are descendants of Jabez by my 
calculations.  We have focused much on  

General Joel, Colonel Thomas, Captain 
Uriah, and now it is time to focus on 
Colonel Jabez (the title of ‘General’ is an 
error, he was nominated for general, but 
never voted for confirmation of this rank, 
therefore, he is a Colonel.) 

A 500-mile circumference of Huntsville 
includes New Orleans, Little Rock, St. 
Louis, Colombus OH, Baltimore, 
Charleston SC, and Tallahassee.  Fort 
Wayne is slightly outside at 518 miles, 
Lynchburg at 522, and Raleigh at 570 
miles.  Huntsville is drivable for many 
LHA members. 

Huntsville has an international airport 
(HSV) located 10 miles southwest of 
downtown Huntsville for LHA members 
living farther away. 

The second week in October averages a 
high temperature of 71-74 degrees, and a 
low of 50-52 degrees. (Nice!) 

Huntsville native Nancy Haukohl is 
working with Nancy Jay and Bill 
Leftwich to make the 2019 LHA Reunion 
one of the best ever, and we want to build 
on the friendly atmosphere that existed 
throughout the 2018 meeting.   

Make plans at the Thanksgiving table 
to be there! 

      



(continued from page one) 

Ellie Hutchinson, dressed as a 
revolutionary soldier, put on the 
special evening program with an 
exciting Power Point program 
with lots of photos from re-
enactments she and her husband, 
Carl, have participated in over the 
years. She wore a very authentic 
uniform, which included her own 
musket - built by Carl.  Her photos 
showed soldiers from both sides, 
with their uniforms, guns, swords, 
and artillery cannons in action 
being used in the re-enactments, 
which made it very life-like.  It 
was a truly informative and 
moving performance! 

LHA has begun planning for next 
year’s reunion in Huntsville, 
Alabama.  Long-time member, 
Nancy Haukol, lives in Huntsville 
and has some very compelling 
reasons for us to visit there.  She is 
very familiar with things to see 
and do there, including the many 
sites relating to Jabez Leftwich’s 
life there.   

Nancy Haukol’s father-in-law 
came to the USA with Werner Von 

Braun after World War II to help 
start the Redstone Arsenal in 
developing rocket technologies.   
Huntsville is often referred to as 
Rocket City and holds a very 
important place in the US space 
program. 

Look for more information about 
the 2019 reunion in our Bulletins, 
leftwich.org, and the Leftwich 
Historical Association Facebook 
page.  See you next year!  

Nancy Jay, president 

We’ve recently welcomed two 
new members to LHA: 
Darrel Ownby from Rolla, 
Missouri, from the line of Jabez, 
and … 

Charlotte Corbett from Virginia 
Beach, Virginia, from the line of 
William. 

Dave Howard, October 11, 1946-
October 23, 2018, who meant so 
much to the Leftwich group, and 
only 10 days before was at the 
2018 reunion.  A separate email 
was sent to the members about his 
passing, and his wife, Becky, sent 
this a few days later: 

“Please relate to the LHA the I 
have been most touched by the 
kind words that so many people 
have made with comments about 
Dave and their association with 
him and me through the LHA.  
Although it was only a short time, 
two or three days a year that we 
were with Leftwich Cousins for the 
reunions, it was a very close, warm 
and loving family group. 
    
I know that many of you would like 
to be at the service but with 
geographic distances it is not 
possible.  He loved the 
associations that he had with each 
of you as he met and got to know 
you through the years.  You will be 
there in spirit for us. 

I hope to keep in touch with the 
group in some way.  If you are ever 
in Lynchburg or Bedford County, 
give me a call. 

Keep the wonderful organization 
strong and continue the legacy. 

Sincerely, 
Becky” 

There is discussion about 
donations to the LHA in memory 
of Dave, kept in a separate account 
until a decision is made about an 
appropriate form of memorial.  
Please email Chris Thurmon 
chris@metamoraimporting.com if 
you would like to do this.  Thank 
you to the family who already did 
this. 

http://leftwich.org
mailto:chris@metamoraimporting.com


 
 

HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING

 LHA BOARD MEMBERS CONTACT INFO


Nancy Nation Jay- President - nnjay@hotmail.com 
William (Bill) Leftwich- 1st Vice-President - wsl521@swbell.net 
Jack White- Recording Secretary - jbdubya@aol.com 
Chris Thurmon- Treasurer - chris@metamoraimporting.com 
Mike Starr- address changes, Memberships, leftwich.org website -    
starr@leftwich.org 
Howard Thurmon - Editor LEFTWICH HERITAGE 
Howard@metamoraimporting.com 
Elinor Hutchinson- Associate Editor 
Margo Linder- Communications - mlinder2252@gmail.com 

For Family Research Information - you will be directed to the volunteer in your 
family line for assistance. 

2018 Reunion photos 
will be put in the next 
edition of the Bulletin.  
Please send any 
special ones you’d 
like to include to 
Margo at

mlinder2252@gmail.com and we’ll 
try to get them in.

One last word …

Dear LHA Members,

We are approaching the time of the year to renew our membership.  The dues continue to be a very reasonable $25, 
which provides you with the yearly Heritage, regular bulletins to keep you abreast of all things Leftwich, and the 
opportunity to join your cousins for the next reunion this coming October in Huntsville, Al.


Please help us in our quest to economize, by sending your dues to my attention at: 806 Carpenter Road, Loveland OHIO 
45140    OR, you can use the PayPal feature on the LHA website.


Looking forward to receiving your renewal and best wishes for a joyful holiday season.


Christine Thurmon, Treasurer
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